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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

 
Sunday January 08, 2023 

 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 8 
 

Sunday after the Theophany of Christ 
 

Righteous Mother Domnica of 
Constantinople and her companions; 

Venerable George the Chozebite  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



Trisagion Prayers, Bread of Oblation and Wheat are offered in memory of Dr. Samer Haddad
(40 Days) by his mother  Dr. Nadya Haddad,  his brother  Dr. Bassem Haddad and family and his 
sister Dr. Samar Haddad Bashour and family. 
 

Trisagion Prayers, Bread of Oblation and Wheat are offered in memory of  Shirley Courey (6 Months) 
by her husband Ronald Courey and his family. 
 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Minerva, Haseeb, Zeini, Mary, Jamale, Emile, Camile and 
Nabile by Kar im Gantose 
 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Raef, Bahij, Afif and Souraya Abdulkarim by Bassam       
Abdulkarim and Family 
 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Lucy Aboid by her  Children, Grandchildren and Great 
grandchildren  
Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Karim Gantose ( Birthday Prayers) by Kar im Gantose 
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
All my Relatives and Friends By William Tegreen 
Bonnie Elias by Barb Aboid 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
Shirley Courey by the Aboid Family 
Lucy Aboid by her  Children, Grandchildren and Great grandchildren  

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Sunday January 15, 2023 Orthros @9:30am—Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, 
How can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to 
them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in    
yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Jauary 08, 2023 
Tone 5 / Eothinon 8; Sunday after the Theophany of Christ 

Righteous Mother Domnica of Constantinople and her companions;Venerable George the Chozebite  
 

 
 







Priest: May He Who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our salvation, 
and rose from the dead, Christ our true God,  through the  intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother. By the might of the Precious and  Life-giving 
Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of 
the  honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of           
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glor ious 
and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the 
patron and protector of this holy community; of the  holy and righteous ancestors of God, 
Joachim and   Anna, of our Righteous Mother Domnica of Constantinople and her          
companions; and Venerable George the Chozebite, and of all the saints: have  mercy on 
us and save us,  forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.  
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have 
mercy   upon us and save us.  
Choir: Amen.  

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 



Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world 
through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). 
God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized by 
Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in 
the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of  
Illumination and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared 
to illumine “those who sat in darkness,” and “in the region of the shadow 
of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace. 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the   
Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual   
illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The 
Apostolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of Saint 
Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil 
before this Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr   
Hippolytus and Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to 
ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, 
Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany. 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for 
this Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of Damascus said that the 
Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by 
water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the 
nature of water” and to offer us the form and example of Baptism. 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime 
mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to    
confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows 
the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by reason, and 
in human terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense 
of deep gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches 
that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, 
keeping clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or     
Friday. 



The Office of Oblation (Proskomide) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Since the early Church, the Office of Oblation (Proskomide) has been a service of offering gifts to God in preparation 
for the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist or Holy Communion in the Divine Liturgy. The Office of Oblation is thus a  
prerequisite for the Divine Liturgy. 
 
Today, the priest conducts the Office of Oblation inaudibly during Matins behind the Altar Iconostasis (Icon Screen). 
The Table of Oblation (Prothesis or sometimes Proskomide) is located to the left of the Holy Altar table. The Table of 
Oblation represents the cave or stable of Bethlehem where our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was born. 
For the Oblation, members of the congregation bring wine and bread as an offering to the Church. During the Divine 
Liturgy, the wine will be consecrated into the blood of Christ, while the bread will be consecrated into the body of 
Christ. 
The wine is a pure grape sweet wine. It is often the Greek sweet wine Mavrodaphne or the sweet wines from Samos 
or Cyprus. 
The holy bread (also called prosphora or offering) must be made from pure wheat flour and water, and is leavened 
and well baked. Usually, there are five loaves to represent our Lord's miracle of feeding of "five thousand men     
besides women and children" with only five loaves of bread (Matt. 14:17-21). But if it is not possible to make five 
loaves, at least one is necessary for the offering. 
In the center of the top of the bread is a round seal. During the Office of Oblation, the priest cuts small portions of the 

bread to prepare for Holy Communion. The seal on the bread is illustrated below: 
 
THE SERVICE OF THE OFFICE OF OBLATION 
The Service of the Office of Oblation begins with the Priest coming before the Oblation 
table (Prothesis). He bows, makes three reverences, and says quietly 3 times: "O God, be 
gracious unto me a sinner, and have mercy upon me." He takes the bread in his hands, 
elevates it to his forehead with the seal of the loaf upward, and says: "You have          
redeemed us from the curse of the law by thy precious Blood. By being nailed to the 
Cross and pierced by the spear, you have become a foundation of immortality for all 
people. O our Savior, Glory to you." And then he says: "Blessed is our God always, now 
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen." 
The priest then begins the cutting of the bread. He takes the bread in his left hand and 

the spear or lance in his right hand, makes the sign of the Cross over the seal with the lance and says three times: "In  
remembrance of Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ." 
 
First, he moves to the central portion of the seal bearing the inscription ICXC NIKA (Jesus Christ Conquers) in its 
four corners. This portion is called the Amnos, or the Lamb, which represents our Lord who takes on the sins of the 
world. The Lord is called "Amnos" or Lamb, because like a lamb, He accepted His death with humility and without 
protest. 

 
The priest cuts along the left side of the Amnos, saying: "And as a spotless Iamb is dumb before 
his shearer, so opened he not his mouth." And along the upper side of the Amnos, saying: "In his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away." And along the bottom side of the Amnos, saying: 
"And for his generation who shall declare it?" And along the right side of the Amnos, saying: 
"He was led as a sheep to the slaughter." Then the priest inserts the lance in the bottom of the 
bread beneath the Amnos. He lifts the Amnos up, and while removing it, he says: "For his life is 
raised up from the earth." 
The priest then places the Amnos upon the Paten, makes a deep crosswise cut on the back of the 

Seal without cutting through it and says: "Sacrificed is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, for the 
life of the world and its salvation." 
The Amnos is then turned so the seal is upward, and pierces with the lance the section marked NI, saying: "One of the 
soldiers with a spear pierced his side and immediately there came forth blood and water. And he who saw it bore  
witness, and his witness is true." The priest then pours wine and a little water into the Chalice, blesses it and says: 
"Blessed is the union of thy holy gifts, always, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen 
 
 



To the right of the Amnos (on the left of the bread as the priest faces it) is the portion for the Mother of God. From this 
second portion, the priest cuts out the triangle with the letter M (for Mary), and places it on the Paten. This is in  
commemoration of our Most Blessed Lady, Panagia, the Theotokos, Mother of God, to whom we pray to intercede for 
us to her Divine Son. As the priest places this portion to the right of the Amnos, he says: "On Thy right hand stood the 
Queen clothed in garment wrought with gold and arrayed in many colors" (Ps. 44:10). 

 
THE PORTION COMMEMORATING THE MOTHER OF GOD 
From the third prosphoron, the left of the Amnos (on the right as the priest faces it) cuts out the nine 
small triangles. He places them on the Paten on the left side of the Amnos, in the same position as they 
were on the bread. These nine triangles symbolize the nine orders of saints and the angels in heaven, as 
follows: 
 

1. In honor and memory of the great Angelic Leaders Michael and Gabriel. 
 

2. Of the honorable glorious Prophet Baptist John, of the holy glorious Prophets Moses and Aaron, Elijah, and Elisha, 
David and Jesse, of the three holy Children, Daniel the Prophet, and of all the holy Prophets. 
 
3. Of the holy, glorious, Apostles Peter and Paul, of the Twelve and the Seventy, and of all the holy Apostles. 
 
4. Of our Fathers among the Saints, great Hierarchs and ecumenical Doctors, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, 
and John Chrysostom. Of Athanasios and Cyril, Nicholas of Myra, and all the holy hierarchs. 
 
5. Of the holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen; of the holy Great Martyrs George the trophy-bearer, Demetrios 
Myrobletes, Theodore Tyre, Theodore 
Stratelates, and all the holy Martyrs. 
 
6. Of our Venerable and God-bearing Fathers Anthony the Great, Euthymios, Paisios, Sabbas, Onouphrios, Peter and 
Athanasios of Athos, and of all the holy ascetics. 
 
7. Of the holy, glorious and wonder-working healers Cosmas and Damian, Cyrus and John, Panteleimon and Hermolaos 
and of all the holy unmercenaries. 
 
8. Of, the holy and righteous Ancestors Joachim and Anna, of the Saints (the saints of the day) whose memory we com-
memorate today and of all the Saints. 
 
9. Of our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople or Saint Basil the Great, Archbish-
op Caesarea of Capadocia. 

 
THE NINE PORTIONS COMMEMORATING THE NINE ORDERS OF ANGELS AND 
SAINTS 
Then the priest cuts two portions from the same prosphoron. From the one he commemorates the living 
by taking out particles and from the other takes out particles to commemorate the dead. The congrega-
tion gives the names of the living and dead for whom they want the priest to pray. The priest commem-
orates the living by taking out their particles from the bread, calling each name that has been given to 
him to be remembered at this time, saying, "Remember, O Lord," and places them below the "Amnos." 

Below this, the dead are commemorated in a second row. 
 
The last portion is for the Priest who prays for his own salvation. 
After cutting out the portions of the bread, the Paten should look as follows: 
 
When the Priest completes the Office of Oblation, he places upon the Paten the Asteriscos (Star 
Cover). The Paten with the Asteriscos and the Chalice are covered with separate veils. Both are 
then covered with a larger veil, which is called the Aer. 
The Office of Oblation is concluded with a prayer by the priest offered to our Lord, asking Him 
to bless the gifts of bread and wine, accept them in remembrance of those who offer them, and 
keep the priest pure during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. 

 



 



 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


